IN THIS PUBLICATION:
2021 Annual Report
Celebrating 2015 to 2022
Passing the Baton

Lee and Becca Snider with son Micah, adopted 2018

Pray. Support. Adopt.

1

2021 Annual Report

7

The State of Adoption

8

Families Supported in 2021

10
12

Hope Restored

14

Sons & Daughters Festival

16

Thank You!

17

Our Board & Staff

18

Celebrating 2015 to 2022

19

A Look Back

OUG

Our Mission
We raise funds for adoption because no child should be without a parent.

Who We Are
We are a group of men and women who care for sons and daughters and who are mostly supported
by amazing volunteers.

What We Do
Raise the Dough is a 501c3 (tax exempt) nonprofit organization on mission to raise funds for adoption.
We receive gifts from friends, families, impact businesses and private foundations. These gifts enable us to support
families as they incur financial needs through adoption.

How We Do It
We have partnered with Lifesong for Orphans to provide an application process to determine who we might help
and to assess just how much financial assistance to offer. Those funds are held between Raise the Dough and
Lifesong until the awarded families provide proof of adoption-related expenses. We then make disbursements to
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help them shoulder those costs. We rely on the grassroots support of family and friends to make this happen.

Why We Do It
Adoption is expensive. The average cost for the adoptions we have supported is $35,0000. We never want money to
hinder families from growing through adoption.
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Same Author, New Chapter
by Tobe Forshtay, Executive Director of Raise the Dough

spend a few days in Arizona. While there, we discussed

restoration and beauty in ways that are hard to write

our finances; we talked about our dreams; we had a

about. But the truth is, this missional work was only

good, hard conversation about our church involvement

possible because of you.

and nonprofit service; and we recognized that we have

Second: Keep Up the Work! As we are closing the

I love this. We know the Israelites are the Lord’s chosen

partners, donors and families.

people; we know that He chose Joshua to lead them;

I’m writing this letter full of

we know that God had given them victories. Now,

emotion. This will be Raise

we encounter the angel, and we think we know what

the Dough’s final annual

happens next.

publication. As the cover

But the angel answered him: “Neither.” What? That’s

community.

right, “Neither.” The angel was ultimately declaring that

I came home and shared with Raise the Dough’s board

those experiencing the grief of infertility who find God

my conviction of stepping down. I have been serving as

drawing their hearts to adoption; and pray for those who

chairman of the board since our launch, and for six of

will continue to do this work, by occupation, as they

the seven years, I’ve been the organization’s volunteer

need your time, talents and your treasures.

executive director. Honestly, I have loved it, but I’ve

Finally: Fuel our Finish and Close the Gap! We have a

is passing the adoption
fundraising baton to our

partner and fellow servant, Lifesong for Orphans.

he was with the Lord of hosts. He was fighting for God,
and he was calling Joshua to consider who he was
fighting for at that moment. The angel proceeded to tell

(Lord willing) eight short years remaining with our
children at home. That realization caused me to bow
my head for a moment and to consider just how to
maximize our investment in our children and in our

doors at Raise the Dough, we recognize that God is
still at work, and you are still very much needed in
this mission.. Pray for the children awaiting adoption;
pray for the mothers who have chosen life for their
children but have experienced deep loss; pray for

If this announcement comes to you as a shock, I

Joshua to take off his sandals for he was standing on

experienced that too. If you are feeling a sense of

holy ground.

bewilderment or grief or disappointment, I join in that

Joshua took off his sandals and fell to the ground in

and I wanted to lay down my sword.

worship. And as he put himself into a submissive

After making that decision, I asked the board to hold

line, please consider giving us a financially strong

a special meeting to determine the next steps for the

finish. After our families and vendors are fully funded,

nonprofit moving forward. I was advocating for a few

we will close Raise the Dough and give any remaining

particular options, but I knew that if I were standing in

funds to Lifesong for Orphans so that it might continue

their midst, I might be found picking my sword back

to use these gifts to fuel adoptions.

But Joshua received different orders. Joshua and his

up and pointing to the next wall to take down. I’m so

men were told to march around the city before God

thankful I sat out. Soon after the board concluded their

We have much more to share in this publication. I do

would give it into their hands. When they did as God

discussion, they informed me that the decision was

instructed, He caused the walls of the city to fall, and

made to close the nonprofit and promote another entity

You may be familiar with the story of the Israelites

He provided for His people, His way. (Joshua 6:1-27)

to fulfill the adoption funding work.

being freed from their bondage in Egypt. God called

I feel as though I’ve had a Joshua moment.

At this news, I was wrecked but also relieved. I already

are truly an amazing group of people.

God’s Timing

knew who to point our donors and families to and who

You have all of my thanks. Until we meet again,

with you. But I am confident as you read through this
publication, you will join me in seeing why God began
this good work through Raise the Dough and why He
is continuing it through Lifesong for Orphans. So, hang
on as we share what God did through Raise the Dough
in 2021, celebrate the last seven years of His generosity
and look forward to what He will do through Lifesong
for Orphans.
God’s Way

Moses to lead His chosen people (the Israelites) out of
their captivity, redeemed them from their captors and

posture, he was then able to receive the instructions
that the Lord had for him. You see, Joshua was a
swordsman. He knew how to battle and overtake the
next city, Jericho.

brought them through the desert to the land that He

God has been so good to us here at Raise the Dough.

had promised them.

We’ve operated in faith since our very beginning,

As Moses was passing away, God raised up Joshua to
continue to lead His chosen people across the Jordan,
and God gave them victory as they conquered and took
possession of the Promised Land.
After some of these outrageous victories, Joshua
continued the charge to overcome the next city. But
in Joshua chapter 5, we read that they encountered
an angel of the Lord’s armies. The angel had his sword
drawn, and Joshua called out, “Are you for us, or are you
for our enemies?”
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stories knit together by God’s design, bringing about

Greetings, dear friends,

suggests, Raise the Dough
Tobe Forshtay
Founder

My wife, Jaci, and I were able to get away in March to

Celebrating God’s Goodness Through Adoption

saying, “Yes!” to each family who applied and praying
for God to move in miraculous ways to bring us the
gifts families needed. He has been faithful!
Then, Raise the Dough began doing other good things:
serving other groups, launching and facilitating an
orphan care festival and much more that you can read
about in the pages that follow. As good and wonderful

witnessed ways that I may have had a Joshua posture,

to introduce to our surrounding community. Lifesong

few families we still need to fund and some outstanding
organizational costs to wrap up. As we cross this finish

hope you’ll read through some of our reflections on the
past. We also pray your heart will rejoice as you read
what our friends at Lifesong for Orphans have to offer
those future families who need financial support. They

for Orphans has already been doing this work globally,
and they have been working faithfully with us for years.
Lifesong for Orphans is the fundraising entity that God
has raised up for this work, and we are overjoyed to

Tobe Forshtay

Executive Director, Raise the Dough

point others to them.
God’s Provision
This decision still generates some weighty emotions,
and I’m definitely still processing them, but I do have

as these initiatives have been, I felt the Lord causing

some reflections that I’d like to leave with you.

us to pause, to find a posture of submission and to

First: Thank You! We have had a front-row seat to God’s

consider how He wanted to continue His work.

miraculous work. We’ve witnessed brokenness at the
deepest levels, and we’ve witnessed extraordinary
Tobe Forshtay, executive director of Raise the Dough,
Pray.
Adopt.
with wife Jaci (center) and
their Support.
three children.
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The State of Adoption
The number of families pursuing adoption between

available to 90 families for counseling, EMDR,

2020 and 2021 has been fewer than in the preceding

neurotherapy and other therapies – compared to

years. We recognize that life was changed drastically

$89,000 to 30 families in the previous two years

with the onset of the 2020 pandemic. Many families

(2018 and 2019).

were concerned with health and safety, and there was

Slowly but surely countries are reopening.

little confidence in what information was being shared,
compelling families to pause their plans to complete
foster applications or even to adopt.

Adoptions are happening. Families are traveling,
and children are coming home. Current active
countries include Colombia, India, Thailand,

In spite of those disruptions, we saw an increase in

Liberia, South Korea, Philippines, Bulgaria,

donations. Additionally, Lifesong for Orphans reported

Taiwan, Latvia, Nepal and the U.S. Right now,

that it was able to be more generous with adopting

about 80% of families applying to Lifesong are

families because of the decrease in applications. Here

adopting domestically. - Rich Metcalfe, Lifesong

is what Lifesong for Orphans observed:

for Orphans Program Director

At Lifesong, we have typically received at least

We were thankful to receive this report, recognizing

650 to 700 applications each year for adoption

that even in this interlude of greater uncertainty,

funding from Christian families within the

families who have pursued adoption are being richly

U.S. or around the globe to help cover the cost

blessed. At Raise the Dough, we also saw this dip in

of bringing their children home. In 2020, we

adoptive families seeking support; the requests for

received and processed 633 applications and

assistance fell by 50% from 2019 to 2020, but increased

in 2021, that number dropped to 541. While the

by 25% from 2020 to 2021.

number of adopting families has decreased, the

Join us in praying for families to continue on their

average grant given has increased from $4,015
in 2020 to over $5,000 in 2021. That is a blessing
and has helped families raise more money than
we expected to see. Routinely, families are using

adoption journey. Let’s encourage them, journey with
them and continue to fuel their pursuits with our
partners at Lifesong for Orphans.

their matching grant to help them raise $18,000 to
$25,000. People are still giving very generously to
Judah, adopted 2019, with parents
Matthew and Christy Ferguson

2021 Annual Report
by Tobe Forshtay, Executive Director of Raise the Dough

We have much to celebrate and much to share as we report on the activities of 2021. As has been our past practice,
in this report we’ll provide information about some of our internal activities, we’ll share about the families we
were able to partner with, we’ll celebrate the homecomings of children being adopted in 2021, and we’ll look
briefly over our financial stewardship.

support adoption!
We have also seen a steady increase in the
number of new donors who are partnering with
Lifesong. Since the start of the pandemic, 48 new
partners have emerged who are helping bring
orphaned children into healing families. On the
subject of healing, we have also seen a dramatic
increase in the amount of funding that’s been
given to help adopted children heal from the
trauma they have experienced. In the past two
years (2020 and 2021), $338,000 has been made
Zion, adopted in 2019, holds Ada, adopted in 2020.
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Larry & Jenna

Nate & Christy

Joel & Morgan

Mike & Aerica

Carl & Brook

Josh & Brittany

Families Supported in 2021
In 2021, we were blessed to partner with eight families. Join us in celebrating these families who made
the challenging, beautiful, hard, amazing and wonderful decision to pursue adoption.
Each of these families carries a unique story. They have been vulnerable in sharing their journeys and
have made their stories available on their digital bios. You can find their stories at
raisethedough.org/families. We are so thankful they chose this road. Thank you for supporting them.

Not pictured: Christian & Megan

Gary & Renee
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Joel and Becky Roman gather as a family of 10, consisting of three biological children and five adopted children. Raise
the Dough was blessed to assist in the adoptions of Poppy, Millie and Merci.

Homecomings
This is by far one of the most amazing parts of the
adoption journey. We pause to celebrate what we call a
“homecoming,” when these long awaited children are
united with their forever families. Join us in praising God
for making these homecomings happen in 2021.
While we rejoice over these homecomings, we are also
acutely aware of the additional families awaiting their
homecomings. Let’s keep praying that their future

Stephen & Brandilyn | Silas

Gary & Renee | Everleigh Joy

Joel & Becky | Millie & Merci

homecomings will arrive.
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Hope Restored

A testimony from Gary Boschain

Our family is incredibly grateful for the ministry of

those years ago that you would take a baby

Raise the Dough and the assistance that they have

who was going to be aborted, did you really

given to us to complete our beautiful journey of

mean it?”

adoption. Our precious Everleigh Joy was born in the

And God started this journey that put a

state of Florida on June 16, 2021. We couldn’t believe it
then, and we still can hardly believe that this baby girl
is ours!

smiley, loving, beautiful baby girl in our
arms. We can’t imagine our lives without

God began knitting her
story together about 15
years ago. We were leaving
a Right to Life Banquet in
Warsaw, Ind., where our
hearts were stirred by the
powerful message of a
woman who once had an
Everleigh Joy,
born June 2021

abortion. We spoke with a
friend following the event

Everleigh (left) with her new big brother

and told her that we wished that there could be a way
to give hurting moms another option. We would love

Evvie in it. Through our friend and the

to adopt the child of a mom who was considering

birth mom’s sister, we connected with

abortion. More than a decade later, we received a phone

the birth mom. Through Zoom and phone

call that would change our lives forever.

calls and text messages, we came to

Our beautiful baby Everleigh’s birth mom lives in the

not only love our unborn daughter, but

state of Florida. She found herself pregnant and not
sure what to do. She felt like she wasn’t at a point in her
life where she could care for another child, so she went
to an abortion clinic to abort Everleigh.
It was the fall of 2020 and in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, and Everleigh’s birth mom refused to wear
a mask in the clinic. She and the doctor got into an
argument before the abortion took place. He told
her that “she had no regard for human life,” and he
kicked her out of the clinic. Thank you, Jesus! On her
way home, she called her sister in northern Indiana
and told her that she didn’t know what to do. Her
sister is a Christian, and she shared the conversation
with our friend who is also a Christian, who had the
conversation with my wife 15 years before.
Our friend called and said, “When you told me all of

12
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The Boschain family celebrates the arrival of Everleigh with a new family photo. Pictured from left to right are
Lily (15), Jacob (17), Everleigh (10 months), Renee, Benjamin (7) and Gary.

her courageous
birth mother and

forever grateful! Her biological family is going

birth family, who

to stay a part of all of our lives. We love them

gave us the most

dearly and are grateful beyond measure

unbelievable gift.

for them!

Leading up to Evvie’s

Everleigh’s name means “wanted” or “desired.”

arrival, her birth

And she sure is! We call her Evvie which

mom and my wife,

means “to live “ or “to breathe.” Her middle

Renee, spoke almost

name is Joy, and her story and her bubbly

every day. It was

personality definitely reflect joy! We think that

beautiful!

her name is incredibly appropriate. Thank

Renee was in the

you, Jesus, for Your hand of protection on

delivery room when

Evvie, and thank You, Lord, for the ministry

Evvie was born, and

of Raise the Dough that has helped to make

I was just outside
the door. We will be

Everleigh Joy Boschain

adoption financially possible for us and
for so many!
The Boschain
welcome
Pray. children
Support.
Adopt.Everleigh.
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Stephen Coston and team lead worship at the 2021
Sons & Daughters Festival.

STAGES

Pastor Jim Brown (Grace Community Church –
Goshen) and Mark Schultz.

TA
BL
E

Nonprofits: Adoptions of Indiana, All Blessings
UC
KS

International, Baker Youth Club, Boomerang Backpacks,

TR

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) for

NPR
O
NO

Missions, Heartline Pregnancy Center, Indiana

FI

FO

TS

OD

Children, Combined Community Services, Fellowship
Department of Child Services, Lost Sparrows, Spoonful

UC
KS

of Imagination, Raise the Dough, Right to Life of North
Volunteers: Too many individuals to name, but

RE

specifically Grace College Men’s & Women’s basketball
teams, the Raise the Dough planning team and the

FO

OD

TR

Central Indiana, Village to Village.
ST
R

OO

Map of our 2021 Sons &
Daughters Festival

M
S

families who rolled up their sleeves and lent a hand.
Sponsors: Wildman Business Group, Silveus Insurance
Group, Network Partners, The Studio, Alderfer Bergen &

Sons & Daughters Festival
Third Annual Sons & Daughters Festival Raises Funds and Awareness for Orphan Crisis

Co., Bass Audiology, Sweetwater, Clearwater Car Wash,
Renewal Homes, Eagle Outdoor Advertising, Blue River
Digital, Cultivate Consulting, First Christian Church,
Dream On Studios, Warsaw Community Church, and
Turner Valentine.
And lastly, to our amazing Community: This was

The third annual Sons & Daughters Festival was held

The event showcased the ways people can support

done to show love to you, and you loved us well in

on a beautiful fall evening in September 2021. Food

the many local organizations providing foster care,

return. Thanks for being a champion of adoption and

trucks, educational booths, kids’ games and activities,

adoption and trauma support services.

supporting those most vulnerable among us. This is a

and stages consumed the lawn outside of First

“We saw many families come to enjoy an evening

challenge best embraced together.

Christian Church in Warsaw, Ind.

of worship and fun together,” said Tobe Forshtay,

For anyone in attendance, the message was clear:

executive director of Raise the Dough, one of the non-

“One Church. One Adoption.” The focus of the festival

profits that sponsored the event. “We hope they left

was to create awareness around adoption — from the

knowing that there is a beautiful thing happening in

numerous nonprofits present to those leading worship

this community. That people are loving one another in

and telling stories from the stage.

rather remarkable ways, and they can be a part of it.”

S

“We work with abused and
neglected children which at times
results in the need for adoptive
families and support for them. The
mission of this festival is aimed at
the population of children we work
with every day, and being able to
be a part of this community and
vision will benefit those children.”

- Lindsay Castro
Indiana Department of Child Services

The 2021 Sons & Daughters Festival would not have
happened without the support and involvement of
so many. Thank you to these individuals, teams and

Raise the Dough table at the Sons & Daughters Festival

Faces beam with joy while being painted at the festival.

countless volunteers unnamed.
Speakers/Leaders: Pastor Matthew Rogers (First
Christian Church), Jay Bell (Lakeland Christian
Academy), Jeremy Welch and the First Christian
Church worship team, Nick Stanton and the Warsaw
Community Church worship team, Stephen Coston and
Artist Mark Schultz shares his adoption story through his music.

14

Celebration of God’s Goodness Through Adoption

team, Lakeland Christian Academy Student Worship
Arts Team, Ana Pierson (Pathway Community Church),

“It’s easy to think that if I’m not adopting, then
events about adoption are not for me. But this
event teaches everyone that there are multiple
roles in orphan care throughout our community,
and it doesn’t have to be hard to get plugged in.”

Food trucks joyfully serve the guests
at the festival.

- Genevieve Stoll
Team member of Blue River Digital, the organization that marketed
the festival

Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Thank you!

Our Board & Staff

2021 IMPACT Partners

We have seen many team members come and go, and

Staff

an army of volunteers joined us at various times over

Jo Hickerson, Rachel (Starrett) Cole, Renita Weaver,

the course of our history. We are blessed to have had so

Katie Jacobson

We were blessed by the generosity of a large number of

called on churches to give significant gifts to Raise the

donors in 2021. We received gifts from individuals and

Dough to cover our administrative and operational expenses

businesses across our county, outside of this region and even

throughout the year. Those funds helped to cover salary,

a few who have faithfully supported us from beyond the state

office, festival and general operations. We have had a growing

Founding Board Members

lines. Thank you to each one of you!

list of IMPACT Partners, and for that we are so grateful!

Art Woodruff, Kyle Alcorn, Tobe Forshtay

Additionally, we took the counsel of Lifesong for Orphans

Thank you to our 2021 IMPACT Partners!

Additional Board Members

as we launched our IMPACT Partner campaign in 2019. We

many wise, compassionate and talented people serve
You all played key roles in enabling so many families to

Raise the Dough, including:

grow through adoption. Thank you!

Brian Catron, Mallika Klingmana, Brandon Schmitt,

sought to find like-minded, for-profit organizations and

Jennifer Naue, Marla Schlatter, Jeri Purdy, Neena

Churches
Christ’s Covenant Church | Warsaw Community Church | First Christian Church
Leesburg Grace Brethren Church | Oak Park Church

Board

Bergher, Julia Porter, Emily Brenneman

Art

Organizations (Over $1000)
Alderfer Bergen & Co. | Kosciusko County Community Foundation | Cultivate Consulting, Silveus Insurance Group
Wildman Business Group | Network Partners | Renewal Homes, Bass Audiology | Clearwater Car Wash | Core Mechanical
DreamOn Studios | Napa-Warsaw | K21 Health Foundation

Additional Partners
Additionally, we are thankful to the individuals and organizations who have supported us is so many ways during the life of
Raise the Dough. Thank you to the brilliant Greg Burkett with RipFish Interactive, who gave us a digital presence and created
our logo and website.

Jennifer

Brian

Kyle

Marla

Jeri

Jo

Neena

Rachel

And thanks to Pulse FM, Oldies 101, and Willie 103, WRSW for providing airspace and promotions of our festivals and
faithful work.
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Julia

Emily

Tobe

Thank you to Blue River Digital who produced beautiful print pieces for us and managed our social media and merch store.

Renita

Brandon

Mallika

Katie

Staff
Pray. Support. Adopt.
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A Look Back
by Tobe Forshtay, Executive Director of Raise the Dough
To put it simply, Raise the

The Prayer

Dough, Inc. was born out of a

Like many young married couples, my wife and I had

party and a prayer. It all started
back in 2008.

joined a small group of newlyweds that met on Sunday
mornings to study how we might live as married

The Party

couples by God’s design. This friend circle would have

I had just started a job with

dinner in our homes and play games or watch movies.

Silveus Insurance Group. It

Although we enjoyed the fun of just being together, we

was a joy and a blessing to

began reading books, studying the Bible, memorizing

work with that organization, and I quickly learned

Scripture and growing together spiritually. One of our

that while Silveus valued hard work, they equally

staple activities when gathering was to join together in

valued celebrating. My contribution to the business’

prayer.

celebration calendar was to highlight a rather under-

We asked God to bless our families. Ultimately, this

Tobe Forshtay
Founder

recognized holiday: National Doughnut Day, which is
celebrated annually on the first Friday of June.

group began praying for children, and children are
what the Lord provided. Our small group began busting

The celebration included dusting off an old New Jersey

at the seams with babies.

cake doughnut recipe, purchasing a couple table top

While God was kind to say yes to those prayers for so

deep fryers, brewing some coffee and serving friends,
colleagues and clients on a sunny morning in June. I
cannot say that we launched in a large way, but this
rather humble gathering grew year over year as the
treats became better and more friends were invited.
By the spring of 2014, we had about a hundred party
guests, and I was already calling on help from a few of
our local restaurants to make the treats and brew the
beans. We had ourselves an official party, and it was
very sweet indeed.

many in our group, one of our families was unable to
get pregnant. That broke my mind and my heart, and it
disrupted my understanding of the heart of God.
We prayed for eight years for that family. We called on
the Lord to be kind enough to allow them to conceive,
and yet they did not. I wasn’t sure what could be done,
but I began to inquire about adoption. I asked if that
might be an option for them (not knowing anything
about adoption myself). They acknowledged that it was
a desire at one time, but the expense required to adopt
was so high, it proved to be a barrier that kept them
from pursuing it.

Doughnut Day 2016, hosted by Silveus Insurance Group

The Birth

Celebrating 2015 to 2022

In the spring of 2014, we continued to talk about the
possibility of an adoption for this couple, and in doing
so, it became clear to me that we had an opportunity

We have so much to celebrate. Over the last seven years, God has done the impossible for us over and over again.

to help. I was preparing for our annual Doughnut Day

We invite you to step back in time with us as we remember how Raise the Dough first got started and to marvel at

celebration, and it dawned on me that we had been

the families and children whose lives have been forever blessed through your generosity and God’s faithfulness.

giving these treats away for free for years. What might
happen if we charged money for this party and blessed

49 FAMILIES SUPPORTED • 38 ADOPTIONS COMPLE TED • OVER $500,000 RAISED
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this family with a gift to help them adopt?

Golden-brown doughnuts being poured out from the deep fryer.

Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Celebrating 2015 to 2022

June 2014
because you stood up to help. I invite you to read these
names and praise God with us for each one:

Doughnut Day raises
funds for first family

Brennan, Toban, Silas, Shiloh, Poppy, Ella Marie, Evelyn,
Rihaan, Micah, Owen, Asher, Eli, Zoey, Lily, Mila,

May 2015

Margaret, Riley, Sophie, Travis, Ezra, Jennelynn, Judah,

Raise the Dough, Inc. is founded

Waldo, Olivia, Zion, Willow, Bennett, Jefferson, Rebecca,
Mallorie, Anaya, Millie, Merci, Ada, Pearl, Silas, Ezra and
Everleigh!

Hired first staff member, Katie Jacobson

The Highlights
May 2022 will mark seven years of operation for Raise

Doughnut Day 2018, hosted at Silveus Insurance Group

the Dough. It’s a fitting finish line for us. As we look
assumed the volunteer role of executive director, and I

at church, so I tapped our friend Heidi on the shoulder

began doing some fundraising and calling together an

and shared with her my idea: God was moving me to

army of volunteers to help make the work happen.

• We raised just over $500,000!

invite our small group to help convert the Doughnut

We experienced all of the challenges that come with a

• We partnered with 49 families, in some instances

start-up, including how to qualify applying families and

we provided financial support, but in all cases we

bless them with a financial gift. We would pray over

provided prayer support.

adoption expenses. I asked, “Would this be okay with
you both?”

a family’s request, respond with an awarded amount,

The question was met with instant tears. Heidi shared

and then figure out how to come up with the promised

how she and her husband, Kelly, were growing more

money. We were wholly dependent on God’s leading

comfortable with the idea of adoption, but that just the

and provision from Day 1.

night before, they had told God rather boldly that He

Over the years, we were blessed to bring on a few part-

was going to have to show them how the money would
be provided because they just couldn’t afford it.
This was their answer.

time team members, some paid and some unpaid.
Operations have typically been managed from kitchen
a suite at the offices at North Central Indiana Right to

fundraising for their adoption. It was a huge success.

Life. It’s been an amazing progression to witness.

Just over a year later, they welcomed little Brennan

The Families

The Launch

But no doubt, the greatest blessing of this journey has
been growing close to so many of the families and their

Raise the Pizza Dough - Farm Fest Event
($50,000 raised)

April 2019

• We learned how to cherish birth moms and dads
and how to love them properly through this broken
and beautiful transition.
• We witnessed other nonprofit entities launch
and serve this region of the state, cherishing

Hired Renita Weaver

March 2019
Orphans to serve families

September 2019
Hosted the first annual
Sons & Daughters Festival
in Winona Lake, Indiana

ultimately fighting for families.

October 2019

49 Families Supported

as Operations Manger

Began partnering with Lifesong for

the unborn, promoting the sanctity of life and

The “Coalition of Churches for Orphan
Care” launched in Kosciusko County

Year

Families Supported

2014*

1 family supported

2015

1 family supported

2016

3 families supported

September 2020

2017

6 families supported

Virtual Sons & Daughters Festival
with Family Broadcasting Network

As we began planning for the next Doughnut Day party

new family members who leaned on this organization

in 2015, two new families inquired about leveraging

for support (ultimately, leaning on you to fund their

the opportunity to fund their adoption journey. I knew

adoption journey). We have quite a few new friends

2018

11 families supported

if we wanted to do this, we’d need to formalize it. I

who have come and gone through the years, and one of

2019

12 families supported

called together a few friends, we formed our board of

our primary goals has been to stay connected, inquiring

2020

5 families supported

directors, filed for a 501c3, and in May of 2015, Raise the

about prayer requests even years after the adoption

Dough, Inc. was launched.

journey has been completed.

2021

8 families supported

We very quickly outgrew the table top doughnut fryers

To witness 38 precious children be wholeheartedly

2022

2 families supported

and had fully leaned on local experts for the food, but

welcomed into these dear families leaves me

we began door knocking to see how we might help fund

speechless. This is the legacy that you all have been a

these families, even outside of this one-day event. I

part of. These children have their forever families today

Celebrating God’s Goodness Through Adoption

September 2018

rejoicing over:

tables or coffee shops, but then in 2021, we moved into

So we threw a fundraiser to help Heidi and Kelly begin

into their home, and with that, my joy was complete.

20

back, here are some organizational milestones worth

In April 2014, this dear couple was sitting in front of me

Day party into a fundraiser to help them with their

August 2018

*We funded our first family, Heidi and Kelly, in 2014,
although we were not officially incorporated.

November 2019
Art Gala Fundraiser, “Raise the Brush” event

February 2021
Hired Jo Hickerson
and Rachel Cole

July 2021
Moved into offices at Right to Life (offices
formerly occupied by an abortion referring clinic)

October 2021
Became ECFA accredited and joined CAFO

Celebrating 2015 to 2022

Joel and Megan Trainer with their children, Cooper, Judah and Willow

She could have FaceTimed us

This shows me that waiting is one of God’s greatest

from the hospital bed holding

tools in sanctifying us and building our faith. Waiting

a newborn baby, and we would

is a faith-forging experience. Waiting proves that we

have had to adapt to that.

know God’s way and God’s timing is better. It’s not easy

With Willow’s adoption, we had

to have to wait, but it’s really good to have to wait.

about an eight-week “head’s up,”

This is just one of the ways that God has grown us

and we were able to plan a little

through adoption. We can’t count the ways God has

bit ahead for her birth.

changed our life through Willow, and the list of ways

All that to say this: it’s a very

He is changing us keeps growing through our waiting

unique experience to be in the

phase this second time around.

waiting phase of adoption. It can

So we’re trying to wait well. We have our phones close

go from zero to 100 in a matter

to us. We have all the newborn diapers ready to go. But

of moments. One day, we can

in the middle of the waiting, we’re trusting in God that

be sitting in our living room,

in His timing, He will bring a new baby into our

so frustrated at the seemingly

home soon!

endless waiting. And as we’re
sitting there, we could get a
phone call that we need to rush to
the hospital.
It has required, in us, a completely
different level of faith and trust
in God.

While we wait...

We seem to have so much
less control. So much less
knowledge of the situation. God is

A testimony from Joel Trainer

orchestrating so many things, but
they are all behind the scenes.

This adoption testimony was shared with Raise the

There’s a due date. It’s on the calendar. Everything else

Dough by one of the families we’ve been blessed to

in your life revolves around that date. There’s a nine

support. Joel and Becky Trainer have two biological

month wait, but there’s a clear end to the wait.

children, an adopted daughter (Willow) and are

But with our daughter, Willow, who we adopted in May

currently waiting for another child to join their family
through adoption.

22

of 2020, it was a very different experience. Someone
was pregnant with her, but we didn’t even know it. Our

One of the most unique pieces to the adoption process

child was being formed in her birth mother’s womb,

is how quickly a child can become a part of your family.

and we were completely unaware. No appointments.

When we had our first two children biologically, there

No gender reveal parties. We were completely in the

was a nine month “on ramp.” We went to appointment

dark. And then out of nowhere, we get a call from our

after appointment, learned the gender of our baby

adoption agency that a pregnant mother wants to meet

when they were only 20 weeks old, and had time to find

us over FaceTime. We answer the call, really having

a crib, stroller, monitor, bottles and all the other things

no idea what her story is, how far along she is in her

every website and Instagram account and friend tells

pregnancy, or why she is wanting to make an adoption

you that you need to have.

plan for her child.

Celebrating God’s Goodness Through Adoption

God is knitting our baby in another mother’s womb,
and we are completely unaware of who she is or how
she’s doing. It requires an openhanded “God, I trust
you” attitude that nothing else has ever prompted us to
embody.
Compared to some of our Bible heroes, our waiting
phase isn’t very long. It can feel really long for us. We’ve
been waiting for about 11 months to be matched with
a birth mother. But when we look at the Scriptures and
we read the stories of Noah, Moses, David and Rebekah,
it showcases the depth and steadiness of their faith.
In many cases, they had to wait years, even decades,
to watch God do what He promised them. God was
working the whole time, but they couldn’t see it. They
just had to wait.

The Trainer family with baby Willow, adopted in December 2020

Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Celebrating 2015 to 2022

These are the names of 38 children who were adopted with the prayer and support
that you gave through Raise the Dough. Please read each name, and as you read it,
pray that God would be doing a work in the life of that child and in the lives of the
family members walking with them.

Brennan, Toban, Silas,
Shiloh, Poppy, Ella Marie,
Evelyn, Rihaan, Micah,
Owen, Asher, Eli, Zoey,
Lily, Mila, Margaret,
Riley, Sophie, Travis
24

Celebration God’s
Celebrating
of God’s
Goodness
Goodness
Through
Through
Adoption
Adoption

Ezra, Jennelynn, Judah,
Waldo, Olivia, Zion,
Willow, Bennett, Jefferson,
Rebecca, Mallorie, Anaya,
Millie, Merci, Ada, Pearl,
Silas, Ezra, Everleigh
Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Celebrating 2015 to 2022
Pictured are the many children and families whose lives have been forever changed through your suppport.

26

Celebrating God’s Goodness Through Adoption

An Eternal Impact

Lily, adopted 2018

Passing the Baton
God is still at work, and you are still very much needed in this mission. We invite you to support Lifesong
for Orphans in all the ways you have so faithfully supported Raise the Dough. Pray for the children awaiting
adoption; pray for the mothers who have chosen life for their children but have experienced deep loss; pray for
those experiencing the grief of infertility who find God drawing their hearts to adoption; and pray for those who
will continue to do this work, by occupation, as they need your time, talents and your treasures.

28

Celebration God’s
Celebrating
of God’s
Goodness
Goodness
Through
Through
Adoption
Adoption

Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Passing the Baton

A Call Answered

FAQs

by Rich Metcalfe, Program Director for Lifesong for Orphans
It has been a real privilege to

When Tobe let me know that he had been called to step

get to know Tobe Forshtay

down from leading Raise the Dough and that the board

and the Raise the Dough team

had chosen to close the ministry, I was saddened. The

since January 2020. I still

end of any ministry is hard, but there is always the joy

recall my first phone call with

of recognizing that the Lord is leading and that His

Tobe, when I learned about the

plans are best.

past ministry, current goals

Raise the Dough has been used by the Lord to bless

Lifesong provides an application for
financial assistance through its website.
Couples desiring to apply can do so at
www.lifesong.org/adoption/apply.

now in loving families, positioned to influence another

generation for the Lord. By God’s grace, Raise the Dough

Many churches are challenged when

will leave a blazing legacy of God’s work in the lives of a

trying to help their members navigate

The heart of Lifesong is to serve adoption advocates

very special group of saints from Warsaw, Ind.

the adoption process. Lifesong has a

and lift as many burdens as possible so that their

We are looking forward to continuing to answer the

and future plans, and feeling

many families. Today, there are many children who are

Mobilizing
the
Church
Mobilizing
the Church
Mobilizing
the Church
to
Care
for
the
Orphaned
to
Care
for
the Orphaned
to Care for the Orphaned
and
Vulnerable
and
Vulnerable
and Vulnerable

thankful that the Lord had

positioned Lifesong for Orphans in a way that would
permit us to come alongside and help.

ministries can blossom. Lifesong is blessed to support
over 530 churches and ministries who are seeking

to bless and encourage adoptive families. Like Raise
the Dough, we believe that money should never be

the reason a child does not have a family. By God’s

grace, Lifesong serves ministry partners and adoptive

call with you – in any way the Lord directs. If you have
questions about Lifesong or any of the ways you can
get involved (adoption funding, child sponsorship,

orphan care, etc.) please do not hesitate to get in touch
with me at rich@lifesong.org.

team ready and able to come alongside
churches to ensure that holistic support
is offered to those members. To support
their orphan care ministry, connect with
Lifesong today at

www.lifesong.org/church-partnership.

families at no cost.

Are you ready to fuel this
ministry?

One hundred percent of all donations given to Lifesong

While Raise the Dough has been blessed

to support an adoptive family are given to that adoptive
family to pay for adoption expenses. The donor
receives a tax receipt so the money raised does not
count as income for the family. More than that, we
provide multiple fundraising tools to each approved

by your financial support, we are
Rich Metcalfe

encouraging you to begin supporting

Program Director | lifesong.org

Lifesong for Orphans. One hundred

BRINGING JOY & PURPOSE TO ORPHANS

family, like an online account, a free crowdfunding

www.lifesong.org/about/ways-to-give.

journey and are blessed to be able to offer help

If you wish to give to Lifesong by check,

accessing post-adoptive care, like counseling, for their

please make checks payable to Lifesong

child and family.

for Orphans and add a note sharing your

Along with the joy of serving over 10,000 Christian

desire for the use of funds (to a specific

families from all over the world as they move forward

approved family, to the general adoption

with domestic or inter-country adoption, we are also

fund, or other). Checks may be mailed

engaged in deep, Gospel-centered orphan care. You
longstanding work in Ukraine, on our website:
www.lifesong.org.
Adopt.

directly to families pursuing adoption.
consider supporting Lifesong at

regularly for our families throughout their adoption

can find out much more about Lifesong, including our

percent of the funds given will go
Learn how to maximize your gift and

platform and many fundraising ideas. We also pray
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In need of financial assistance
for your adoption?

Is your church ready to get
serious about adoption and
orphan care?

Rich Metcalfe
Program Director

to:

ENTER TO WIN COFFEE FOR A YEAR!

www.lifesong.org/cafo

Mobilizing the Church
to Care for the Orphaned
and Vulnerable

Lifesong for Orphans
PO Box 9
Gridley, IL 61744

In whatever way you’re called to
In
whatever
way
you’re
called
to
In
whatever
way
you’re
called
to
serve
orphans,
we’re
here
to help.
serve
orphans,
we’re
hereto
to help.
help.
serve
orphans,
here
ENTER TO
WIN COFFEE FORwe’re
A YEAR!
When you partner with Lifesong, you can find help for your adoption,

www.lifesong.org/cafo
Whenwith
you partner
with
Lifesong, you can find
help
for your
adoption,
reach children
holistic,
Gospel-centered
care
locally
and
globally,
When you reach
partner
withwith
Lifesong,
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children
holistic, Gospel-centered
care locally
andadoption,
globally,
and engage your church in God’s call to care for the fatherless.
reach children
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Gospel-centered
care
locally
and globally,
and engage
your church
in God’s call to care
for the
fatherless.
and engage your church in God’s call to care for the fatherless.
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Find Help Find
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financial
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of funds
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13 countries.
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Pray. Support. Adopt.
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Mila, adopted 2019

